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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants cite the information on the attached Form PTO SB/08, "Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant," pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1,97, and 1.98. Applicants 
have enclosed copies of cited foreign patents and non-patent literature. 

Related applications are listed on the attached Appendix A for your reference. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner review the publications and/or applications and 
patents listed in the Appendix A, initial Appendix A in the appropriate spaces, and return a copy 
of the initialed Appendix A to Applicants. 

The citation of this information does not constitute an admission of priority or that any 
cited item is available as a reference, or a waiver of any right the Applicants may have under 
applicable statutes, Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office 
Action. No fee is required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). The Commissioner is authorized to charge 
any additional fees necessary for consideration of this paper, or to credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 11-0980. 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants direct the Examiner's attention to the below-listed patents and patent 
applications, including the prosecution history of each item, which are related to the above- 
identified application by continuation/divisional status, inventor, and/or technology area. Please 
review and initial each listed application and patent, indicating the Examiner's consideration of 
this information, and return a copy of the initialed Appendix A to the Applicants. 

The application numbers of the below-listed unpublished U.S. patent applications are 
listed on this form as provided in MPEP § 609.06, rather than a PTO-1449 form, to avoid the 
application numbers of the unpublished U.S. patent applications being published on any patent 
that may issue from this application. Applicants do not waive the confidential nature of any 
of the below-listed patent applications. 
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Ap plications and P atents Related by Continuat ion/ Divisional Status: 
not applicable 

Other: 

1 . U.S. Patent Application No. 09/372, 1 97 filed August 11,1 999 

2. U.S. Patent Application No. 10/010,723 filed December 6, 2001 (abandoned) 

3, U.S. Patent Application No. 10/861,244 filed June 4, 2004 (abandoned) 

_____ 4, U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0082543 published June 27, 2002 

5, U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/01 3753 1 published May 28, 2004 

6. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2007/0225676 published September 27, 2007 

7, U.S. Patent Publication No. 2008/0027384 published January 3 1 , 2008 

g. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2009/01 3 1 905 published May 2 1 , 2009 

9. U.S. Patent No. 6,334,856 granted January 1 , 2002 

io. U.S. Patent No. 6,503,231 granted January 7, 2003 
1 1 . U.S. Patent No. 6,61 1 ,707 granted August 26, 2.003 

12. U.S. Patent No. 6,743,21 1 granted June 1 , 2004 

13. U.S. Patent No. 7,226,439 granted June 5, 2007 
14. U.S. Patent No. 7,344,499 granted March 1 8, 2008 
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